1) '-.. A\l [ ) qman a \/ |y, petielstas) =
& %N L el NELE N 2 @
: e 2 Bad’ Jue n% g Sgages 5. % » EEE oY% =
U WP ol B U B T A
oas?” %ee® B Rmem 2 W R I 5 R %t R 8 %
LL) Nelslelal

ST A RAL SN

® Bem 8 & # s eg o8 s s e,

S s A WS VIER .

...... 7 T 1 1] : ‘\ l a B i = ‘...-Q. ~."

18.02 2014

Press release:
Gunhild Rudjord and Nils Erik Gjerdevik:

Untitled — New Ceramic Works
27 Feb — 22 March 2014

The expressive potential of ceramic glazes is one of the artistic
links between both artists at the year’s first exhibition at
Copenhagen Ceramics. Gunhild Rudjord and Nils Erik Gjerdevik
both master the capacity to exploit the particular textural possi-
bilities of ceramics, but make use of them for widely differing

purposes.

It might at first glance seem to be a somewhat odd combination of artists to find exhibiting new
ceramic works together at the coming exhibition at Copenhagen Ceramics. But on closer
inspection it becomes obvious that an interest in the expressiveness of ceramic glazes, their
physical properties and colour feature strongly in the work of both artists. They are nevertheless
rooted in different traditions and their approach to the use of the materials is fundamentally
different.

Gunhild Rudjord was born in Norway, but trained as a ceramist in Denmark and in her career here
she has mainly worked with some of the best-known archetypes of ceramics — the vessel and the
dish as her ‘canvas’. She has created wonderfully decorated works where the ornamental motifs —
often inspired by nature — are expressed in a more or less abstract form in an exuberant
interaction with the glaze-effects of depth of colour, gloss and obvious signs of the fusing process

during firing. There is a great deal of power in her works. They have the appearance of being



simple but dramatic, with strong compositions, marked contrasts and — despite this — the

particular softness of expression drawn by the glaze as it runs down over the surface of the pot.

Gunhild Rudjord is virtually unrivalled in her capacity to exploit the particular transformation that

takes place during firing, as can be seen in a series of new wall dishes on show at this exhibition.

As far as Nils Erik Gjerdevik is concerned, the ceramic works arise from an apparently
spontaneous processing of the actual material, the soft clay, into a sculptural expression. The

ceramic works have, throughout his career, created a parallel track to his paintings and drawings.

His abstractions are of a special nature: one category of works are the spatial constructions, which
look like free-fantasy visions in an architecturally influenced artistic idiom which, partly via the soft
hardness of the material, acquires an almost surrealist feel. Construction and deconstruction take
place at one and the same time. Other ceramic works unfold as large, untamed landscapes that
contain an innate narrative, a blend of a clear form that at the same time apparently defies any form
of interpretation: | see what | see, but what is it | see? There are many references in the works, both
to former schools of art (e.g. Art Nouveau) in the formal techniques, but also elements taken from
the universe of the strip cartoon. A formal stringency and a controlled chaos. First and foremost,
however, his works have a presence, a here-and-now, where the response from the clay adds a

quite distinctive dimension to Gjerdevik’s virtuosity.

Gunhild Rudjord has exhibited widely in Denmark as well as internationally. Among her more
recent exhibitions are Galleri Moderne, Silkeborg 2013, Galleri Pagter (solo), Kolding, 2012;
Himmerlands Kunstmuseum 2011 (together with Kirsten Klein) and Kunsthallen Breenderigarden
(solo), Viborg, 2006. She has carried out various decorative assignments, including a two-metre-
high vase for Faaborg and 100 platters for the New Carlsberg Foundation. Her works are
represented at the New Carlsberg Foundation; Danish Art Foundation; Nordenfjeldske

Kunstindustrimuseum, Trondheim, Norway and Senderjylland Kunstmuseum, Tender, DK.

Nils Erik Gjerdevik’s impressive activities as an exhibitor include major solo exhibitions at
Kunsthallen Brandts, 2012 and Kunstforeningen Gl. Strand, 2009. In addition he has had a great
many showings at galleries at home and abroad - in Denmark at Galleri Nils Steerk in particular. He
has also carried out a number of public decorative assignments for, including others,
Erhvervsarkivet, Aarhus; The University of Southern Denmark and the Danish Parliament. His
works feature in the collections of the National Gallery of Denmark, Aros—Aarhus Kunstmuseum;

Esbjerg Kunstmuseum; The Danish Royal Collection of Graphic Art, Bergen Kunstmuseum, etc.



Further information is available at www.copenhagenceramics.com

from where photos can also be downloaded.
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